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Synopsis

"I dona ™t know a jazz aficionado who could resist it." & ” "The O List," O, THE OPRAH
MAGAZINEThe award-winning book by celebrated jazz composer Wynton Marsalis is now available
with an exclusive art print by illustrator Paul Rogers.Featured on National Public Radioa ™s ALL
THINGS CONSIDEREDWinner of a Bologna Ragazzi AwardA Norman Sugarman Honor Book for
Excellence in Childrend ™s BiographyAn International Reading Association Childrena ™s Book
Award WinnerWinner of a Lion and the Unicorn Award for Excellence in North American PoetryFour
starred reviews (BOOKLIST, KIRKUS REVIEWS, PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, SCHOOL LIBRARY
JOURNAL)
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Customer Reviews

Although ABC books are traditionally reserved for young readers, Wynton Marsalis’ Jazz A-B-Z is a
collection of poetry sophisticated enough to entice readers of all ages. Some of the language may
be complex for young readers to tackle alone, unless they have a particular interest in jazz music.
For someone who enjoys jazz music, however, this book is an experience to savor...and then revisit
again and again.The main part of the book is the poems. From Louis Armstrong to Dizzy Gillespie,
each letter features a jazz musician, with an exciting poster-print illustration and a poem. Each

poem is written in a different style, reflecting the musical stylings and/or personality of the artist. Just



reading the poems aloud is a highly musical experience.The poems and illustrations are amazing,
but the back matter turns this into an in-depth music appreciation course. Detailed biographical
sketches of each artist give readers context for understanding both the performers and the
development of jazz music. Notes on the poetic forms explain both the style of poetry and the
reasons why each form was chosen to represent the artist. Finally, a list of records showcasing

each musician’s work completes the collection.

This book can actually be a good read aloud for some toddlers. | read it to my not quite two year old
grand daughter, and she became totally caught up in the cadences and rhythms, even saying, "read
again" when | was finished. During the second read she was using her hands and arms to swing
and sway back and forth as | read. You need not read the entire book for this age group. As a
teacher, | feel that having young children hearing a poetic voice is a good step toward training the

ear for good listening skills.

This is a great book on so many levels. Poems showcase the greats of jazz and give us a feel not
only for the musician, but their music. Bios are included in the back. The unexpected and delightful
plus is the explanation in the back of the book of each of the various forms of poetry used. Not only
are they named, but they are explained! A list of suggested recordings is also included to guide
readers. There was only one problem: | purchased it as a baby gift. THIS IS NOT A YOUNG
CHILD’S BOOK - it's great for a parent who wants to lead an older child into jazz or writing. | love

this book! I just have to find a different one to give as a gift.

A real treat, visually engaging and great reading. strongly recommend this one to all music lovers.
Marsalis is a national treasure and jazz is the better for his presence and deep understanding of his

medium. He’s a worthy and valuable caretaker of this most American of arts.

Here at the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, we provide new books for at-risk
anddisadvantaged children. We try to always include Mr. Marsalis’ wonderful book - bothbecause
the information is so great and because the illustrations ROCK!Everyone loves this book, it is
beautifully done - great for reading to smaller childrenand reading WITH older kids. Adults will enjoy

it, too.[...]

This book is an ingenious portrayal, not only of the Jazz greats, but of the writer, Mr. Marsalis. When



you read this book, you don’t just learn something about jazz; if you really dig it, you can feel the
music and start to tap your feet. Marsalis doesn'’t just tell about music in this book - he makes it.
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